
EU-Russia: latest trends among EU political parties
(measurement)

This report is based on the analysis of actual votes cast in the European Parliament since

2019. The research finds that there is increasing consensus among European factions on how

to “deal with Russia”, as even some of the more “moderate” parties have increased in

assertiveness after the invasion of Ukraine. There are still some mild differences between

various political networks and between countries. Centre-right EPP and ECR factions are

(and have been) the most critical of Russia and have proposed the toughest EU sanctions and

actions. On the other hand, the radical left and the nationalists are (and have been) the most

accommodative towards Russia, but some of these parties have substantially altered their

positions.

From the perspective of national delegations, the Central and Eastern European MEPs

propose the toughest actions, while the French, Greek, Cypriot, and to a lesser extent the

Germans are, on average, the most reluctant to do so.



This report measures the degree of proposed “assertiveness towards Russia” of all parties

represented in the European Parliament, based on a very large sample of over 280 votes. This

sample covers all relevant votes on the subject, including final votes on resolutions, as well as

individual votes on paragraphs and amendments (including split votes when relevant). On

this basis, we created a special index and we show, group by group and country by country,

where each party really stands (based on actual votes, not words). Importantly, only proposals

whose policy direction can be determined without any ambiguity (either in favour or against

an assertive approach) have been considered for the calculations

What is this assessment based on?

Unsurprisingly, a substantial part of these votes concern the conflict between Russia and

Ukraine (before and after the invasion) and the EU response to such developments. Other

votes are related to other developments in the post-Soviet area, including the Russo-Georgian

conflict, the political tension in Moldova and Russian involvement in Belarus and

Kazakhstan. Some votes refer to the allegations of a hybrid warfare waged by Russia against

EU countries, such as by spreading disinformation, and the EU response to such concerns.

Apart from foreign policy, other votes concern proposals related to the internal developments

within Russia, such as the restrictions on media, NGOs, political opponents (most notably the

case of Alexei Navalny) or sexual minorities, but also the concentration of wealth among

oligarchs and the dysfunctionalities of the Russian socio-political system. Finally, other votes

concern the different historical representations of events from the Soviet past, especially from

the Stalinist period and WWII.

Differences among political factions in Europe are found when deciding on the size and

speed of the EU response to the developments in Russia: how far the EU should go in

sanctioning Russia (especially on energy, raw material and finance – including the issue of

Russian assets in the EU), how far the EU should go in supporting Ukraine, Moldova and

Georgia (both in terms of military support and their EU integration) and how far the EU

should go in supporting the Russian opposition and a potential “regime change” in Russia.



Which parties are the most/least assertive towards Russia?

Within the European Parliament, the parties most critical of Russia are found within the ECR

group, and especially its delegations from Central and Eastern Europe: Polish, Czech,

Lithuanians, Latvians and Croatians. The Sweden Democrats and Spanish VOX are also

among the most assertive. Similarly, EPP parties from Poland, Czechia, Slovakia, Romania,

Bulgaria, Slovenia and the Baltics (alongside the Maltese and Swedish members of the same

group) are also at the critical extreme on this “axis”.

At the opposite end of the spectrum, we find the parties that are more supportive of a “soft

approach” or even a rapprochement with Russia. These parties mainly belong to The Left

group (especially the communists from Portugal, Cyprus and Czechia, but also the Spanish

Izquierda Unida and the Irish from Independents 4 Change), the ID group (Le Pen’s

Rassemblement National, as well as the Czech and the Dutch nationalists), and within the

ranks of the unattached members, i.e. the parties without a political group, such as Republika

from Slovakia, or the Latvian Russian Union, which was recently expelled by the

Greens/EFA group.

See HERE a full list of parties and their scores

Which national groups in the European Parliament are the most/least critical of
Russia?

The metrics by country are calculated by considering the average position of all the MEPs

elected in that country. Thus, this score does not represent the current government’s
position, but the views of the representatives in the European Parliament that citizens elected

in 2019. Some of the trends are in line with those in the public opinion and actions of the

governments, thus they are intuitive. As you would expect, the Polish and the Lithuanians
are, on average, the most critical of Russia in the European Parliament, followed by the

Romanians. On the opposite end, French, Greek and Cypriot MEPs are, on average, the

least critical of Russian actions.

https://onedrive.live.com/view.aspx?resid=ED94BA3A7FB161E9!250&ithint=file%2cxlsx&wdhostclicktime=1655803158103&authkey=!AOuGwrfk0sG16cY


Click HERE to access the interactive map

However, it is interesting to note the high score of Hungarian MEPs, which are the fourth

most critical delegation of Russia (on average). This is in stark contrast with the dovish

position of the Hungarian government on the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Such difference is

partly explained by the more hawkish position of the Hungarian opposition, especially

Demokratikus Koalíció and Momentum, which are among the most assertive parties within

their respective European groups. Notably, however, while Orban’s Fidesz is the party least

critical of Russia among Hungarian parties, Fidesz’s delegation in the EP is, nevertheless, far

from being as supportive of Putin as one might expect, despite Orban’s positions at home. In

fact, Fidesz MEPs are voting most of the time critically of Russia, as the score shows it. This

is not the case of French MEPs from Marine Le Pen’s Rassemblement National, who do

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/10284429/


vote most of the time for an “accommodating policy”, or Russia-friendly side. Since

Rassemblement National has a very strong delegation in the EP (a third of all French MEPs)

explains why the average “assertiveness score” of France is very low in the EP.

Another counter-intuitive finding concerns Italian MEPs, who are found to be among the

most critical towards Russia, even though this country has been traditionally perceived as one

of the most accommodating towards Russian interests. Notably, the biggest Italian party in

the European Parliament, Lega, has developed a much more assertive stance towards Russia

compared to the other members of the Identity and Democracy groups.

The strong presence of leftist parties among the Irish and Portuguese delegations also

explain why, on average, the delegations of these countries in the EP tend to be less

supportive of the critical EP resolutions on Russia. This is also the case, to some extent, of

Cypriot and Greek members.

By all means, Germany’s low score stands out, which derives especially from the opposition

of the two biggest German parties to restrict gas imports from Russia. Several votes

concerned initiatives to halt Nord Stream 2, and more recently even Nord Stream 1, which

explain why German CDU/CSU and SPD ended up as among the least assertive towards

Russia within their European political groups (EPP and S&D respectively). Additionally, the

German SPD has traditionally been voting for a more accommodative policy even before the

start of the invasion.

See HERE the scores of all country delegations

What are the latest trends?

Since it has only been a few months since the Russian invasion of Ukraine, it is still early to

draw conclusions regarding how this conflict can reshape the views of European political

forces on Russia. However, we are observing an increasing level of consensus on how “to

deal with Russia”, as even some of the political forces who have been traditionally more

accommodating towards Russia have reconsidered (or at least moderated) their positions

immediately after the invasion of Ukraine.

This is, for example, the case of political parties belonging to the ID and the Left group, as

their positions have moved closer to the mainstream. The latest EP resolutions on the Russian

invasion of Ukraine and the EU sanctions were supported by most members of the The Left

https://onedrive.live.com/view.aspx?resid=ED94BA3A7FB161E9!251&ithint=file%2cxlsx&wdhostclicktime=1655803171480&authkey=!AHffC-jkxqcqHpA


group, while only 1 member of the Left had supported the EP resolution on the conflict back

in December (before the invasion). Among the parties that “reconsidered” their positions, we

observe forces who are either in government, like Spanish Podemos, or who are leading the

opposition in their respective countries, such as Mélenchon’s France Insoumise and Tsipras’

Syriza. The same applies to the ID group, as the EP resolution that was voted right after the

invasion did receive the support of most members of the right-wing nationalist group,

including its French and German delegations.

Yet, it will be important to assess whether this trend will continue as the war will drag on and

the impact of the sanctions (and the economic and military support) will be felt more

profoundly, both in Russia and on the Europeans’ side.


